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Ayarntol ¢pilot kat péAn tng EEBEZE,

211 30 Maiou — 01 louviou 2023 €hafe xwpa to 1° Central-East European
Laboratory Animal Science Congress (CELASC) otnv Mpaya. To cuvédplo
TLPAYMOTOTIOLONKE LE TNV CUVEPYACia evvéa eBVIKWY eTalpelwv (ARSAL,
Balt-LASA, CLASA, CroLASA, GALAS, HLASA, HSBLAS, ILAF, PolLASA), oL
OTloleC OCUMMETEIXAV KAl OTNV OPYAVWTIKA ETUTPOTH. AVAPECO OTLG
Slopyavwtpleg  etalpeie¢ nrav kot n  EEBEZE. To ouvédplo
TipAyUOTOTOLBNKE Ue miTU)ia pe ToV aplBpd cuppeToxwy va Eemepvolv
T TPLOKOOLEG. To emopevo ouvédplo CELAS Ba AdBel xwpa otn
Boudarmnéaotn, o 2026.

CELASC

PRAGUE 2023

1°T CELAS CONGRESS
MAY 30 - JUNE 1, 2023 | PRAGUE, CZECH REPUBLIC

MNa eyypadeg pnopeite va emtokedteite Tng Lotooelida tng EEBEZE otn StebBuvon:

http://hsblas.gr.

AkolouBrjote tnv EEBEZE oto twitter: https://twitter.com/HSBLAS1



http://hsblas.gr/intro/
https://twitter.com/HSBLAS1

ENMNIZTHMONIKA OEMATA

The European Animal Research Association
(EARA) is deeply concerned by the
implications for public health and scientific

research of proposals outlined by the EU
Citizen’s Initiative (ECI) “Save Cruelty-free

Cosmetics - Commit to a Europe without

Animal Testing” . The ECI calls upon the

European Commission to commit to a
legislative proposal plotting a roadmap to

phase-out all animal testing in the EU
before the end of the current legislative
term (June 2024).
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The ECI has three
1. Protect and str
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3. Modernise science in the EU (essentially

phasing out the use of animals in sci‘ific

research across all <

specific complaints
risk and safety assessment of hazardous
ingredients used in cosmetics and other
chemicals, to demand the creation of a
roadmap to end the use of animals in all
biomedical research in the EU by the end of
2024,

In the European Parliament hearing the
proponents for a total ban believe that
ending the use of animals will be a “win,
win, win for science, society and animals”.
The key implication, and one that has
become common currency by the NGOs, is

atively used theit
about animal testing

that what is holding back the full
introduction of non-animal methods, or
new approach methodologies (NAMs),
across all scientific research areas is
tradition and the ‘old-fashioned’ scientific
methods of researchers.

At the hearing, where no life science
representatives were invited to speak,
EARA noted the absence of any reference
by the ECI proponents to the fact that
without the use of animal research we

would have been unablg.ff‘ develop and
deliver, at extraord speed, the
that halted the Covid-19

pandemic. Fl:d'n their point of view, it was

vaccines

e pandemic and the

ed scientific response never
occurred. There is a no scientific

assessment of the potential and limitations

of animal and non-animal approaches in the
ECI.

ientific community should welcome

i}ﬁ(tunity to take part in public
discussions on the use of animal and non-
animal methods in scientific research. We

need to show that innovation is central to
scientific practice, and provide evidence of
where the transition away from animal
models has happened, and will happen
further. However, we need to be clear and
honest with the public as to where the
transition is still some way off.

Whilst non-animal methods are becoming

increasingly  powerful  for  specific

applications, and as emphasized in
the response of the European
Commission to the 2021 Parliamentary
vote, the guiding principles for an ethical
use of animals for research are enshrined in
EU Directive 2010/63/EU “final goal of full
replacement of procedures on live

animals.....as soon as it is scientifically
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possible to do so”. However, in many fields

of research non-animal methods are
currently not sufficiently advanced or not
available at all. Consequently, the use of
animals is still critical to understanding the
function of complex biological systems,
understanding body functions and diseases

of humans and animals.

A premature ban on the use of animals in
research would also lead to the effective
diminishing of the European life sciences
sector. If Europe wishes to maintain its
leading global role in research and
development, and continue to create an
environment attractive for life science
investment (including the hundreds of
thousands of jobs associated with scientific
research and medical advancement), it
would be self-defeating to shut the door to
the

enterprises who see animal research as

large number of scientists and
being essential to the discovery of causes,
diagnoses, and treatment of disease and

suffering in humans and in animals.

The ECI call for a phase-out pbn by the end
of 2024 is not based on scientific evidence,
but on emotion. The development vew
drugs and surgical techniques will be
dramatically imp thout continued
research,” *with

animal

basic a r
fundamental research potentially comiing

to a complete stop. The ECl exaggerates the
current existence of viable alternatives to
animal models, and by conscious omission
diminishes the role of animals in scientific
research.

EARA is hopeful that the Commission will
not be beguiled by activist groups into
believing that non-animal methods of
biomedical research can be universally

applied to provide the safety, efficacy and

N

insights that are currently gained from
animal models.

If institutions in Greece want to support
EARA campaign to oppose the ECI, please
contact Kirk Leech, Executive Director of
EARA kleech@eara.eu.

Kirk Leech
Executive director of EARA
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Lab Animal
https://www.lab-animal.com/LAE/

Europe (Awpeav eyypaodn)

Scandinavian Journal of Laboratory Animal
Science
www.scandlas.org

Comparative Medicine
https://www.aalas.org/publications/comp
arative-medicine

Journal of the American
Laboratory Animal Scien
www.aalas.org s .
Experlmental'tA imals (Journal of the
Japanese Ass
Science

ation for Laboratory Animal

http://wwwsoc.nii.ac.jp/jalas/english/en j

ournal.html
Laboratory Animals
http://la.rsmjournals.com
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